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Linguistic Issues in Arabic Domain Names

Abdulaziz H. Al-Zoman
King Abdulaziz City for Science and Technology

ABSTRACT. There is a need to have Arabic domain names on the Internet. Thus, a
number of companies have developed solutions to support the Arabic language in
domain names. However, some of them have adopted some linguistic issues that are
unacceptable by Arabs, e.g., treating the character "Hah" at the end of a word and
the character "Teh-Marbutah" as the same character. The paper reveals the results
of a survey related to some Arabic linguistic issues with respect to domain names. It
concluded with the definition of the Arabic character set to be used in Arabic
domain names. This includes the Arabic alphabet (from "+" to "¢"), the dot ".", the
dash "-", the Arabic numbers ("0" — "9"), and the Hindi numbers ("0" — "9"). Other
characters are not allowed in Arabic domain names.



